
 
 
Presidents Message:  
 
In trying to compose this letter, I was stricken with writer’s block.  I will use this term even 

though I am not a writer.  It may be more of an attention deficit issue rather than a block. 

Anyway, I began skimming through messages from past newsletters.  It was very interesting to 

see how similar things now compare to issues in the past.  For example, in the 2004 MEHA 

Spring Newsletter, then President Joe Hainline wrote about SARS, an outbreak of H5N1 

influenza virus in Vietnam, the War in Iraq, food-borne illness involving green onions, and the 

possible dramatic cuts to the Core Function contracts which then Director Dunn spoke about.  

Well, if we compare these subjects of 5 years ago to subjects today, we see that things are very 

similar, just the names have changed.  Instead of the H5N1 virus, we are worried about H1N1, 

there is still a “war” in Iraq, foodborne illnesses are still occurring in our produce, and of course 

we are all worried about budgets.  The difference 5 years can make.  

 

I guess the upside to this is there is never a shortage of topics for our conference.  Speaking of 

the conference, we will begin the planning portion in September.  Please contact any Executive 

Board member if you have an idea for a topic or if you know a speaker who you think would be 

great for one of the sessions.  The more ideas we can choose from the stronger our conference 

will be.  Our annual educational conference will quickly be upon us, so get your ideas in as soon 

as possible.  The AEC continues to be a great opportunity for us to learn and to share ideas on 

environmental health.  Please get involved and let us know what you would like to see at the 

next conference.  

 

I would also like to stress the need for members to submit nominations for the awards given by 

MMFEHA each year.  It is important to recognize the members of our association and those who 

work in our profession.  Go to the MMFEHA website, click on Awards and review the award 

descriptions.  The process is simple and a great morale boost.  While I am on the subject of 

awards, I would like to congratulate Schnucks for winning the Black Pearl Award at this year’s 

IAFP.  This is a very prestigious award and Diana and her staff are very deserving.  If you see our 

fellow MMFEHA members from Schnucks congratulate them on their award.  

 

Finally, take advantage of the MMFEHA website.  Steve Crawford has spent countless hours 

working on this site.  It is easy to use and has several new features.  One new feature is the 

Google message group.  The purpose of the message group is to provide a forum for 

professional discussion of milk, food and environmental issues.  Please go the website at 

www.mmfeha.org and request your membership for this new message group.    

In closing, please get involved and continue to support MMFEHA.  We are lucky to have such a 

great organization.  Hope to see you all at the Spring AEC in Columbia.  Feel free to contact me 

with any questions concerning MMFEHA.  You can e-mail me at sikess@lpha.mopublic.org or call 

me at (636) 789-3372 ext. 2. 

 

Thank you for your time, 

Steve Sikes-President 
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MISSOURI MILK FOOD AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION 

MMFEHA Program Planning was held on 
September 11, 2009. Many great ideas were 

discussed for the 2010 conference. Our session 
coordinators will be working hard to schedule 

speakers for the topics that were proposed. If you 
have an idea for the 2010 conference please email 

Russell Lilly: russell.lilly@dhss.mo.gov . 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Texas in July, with near record heat, the daily highs were around 105°, not that I noticed 
too much.  The 96th International Association for Food Protection conference was held at 
the Gaylord Texan Resort.  This resort hotel has a glass covered atrium that covers more 
than four acres all of which is comfortably air conditioned.  Someone told me that their 
monthly electric bill is over $200,000.  Talk about a carbon footprint!  But, it takes a large 
facility to host a meeting with over 1700 participants. 
 
I know the name of the association says international, but I didn’t realize just how 
international it would be.  At lunch on the first day, at a randomly selected table I sat with 
people from Brazil, Malaysia and Australia.  A number of the speakers were from other 
countries and explained how they deal with various food safety challenges. 
 
At the National Environmental Health Association meeting last year there were speakers 
talking on a wide variety of environmental health issues and the program seemed designed 
to challenge the participants to broaden their views about what environmental health is.  
Not so at IAFP, it is all food all the time.  Even with the entire conference focused on food 
safety, I was challenged to broaden my views of the universe of food safety.  Reviewing my 
notes from the presentations I sat in on, many of them dealt with international food safety 
standards, third party certification of food for import and the relationships between 
nations that export and import food.  While the safety of import foods isn’t the daily 
responsibility of most of us involved in the Missouri Milk food and Environmental Health 
Association, we all know that imported food is a huge and growing portion of our food 
supply and we should have an appreciation of how much work goes on to assure these 
foods are safe before they reach the food establishments that we work with. 
 
One other presentation really caught my attention and made me think.  This presentation 
was on a study designed to compare what people say about their food safety activities with 
what they actually do.  A number of participants were interviewed and asked questions like 
do you follow cooking instructions on food packages and do you wash your hands after 
handling raw meat products.  As expected, the vast majority said “of course we do”.  But 
when they were put in a kitchen with a video camera recording what they did, the truth 
was more like “not so much”.  This was done in a home kitchen environment, but was 
repeated in a restaurant setting, one of the findings was when the restaurant was busy, 
there was less hand washing and more cross contamination.  All of this was set in a context 
of food safety being a human behavior issue.  I agree that it is, we know a great deal about 
the science of food safety, what the bad organisms are, what the risk factors that favor 
their growth are.  But we don’t necessarily know how to convince food workers to wash 
their hands when it is needed.  I believe the next big advances in food safety will be in the 
area of human behavior and not in the area of food microbiology. 
 
I very much want to thank the membership of MMFEHA for making my trip to IAFP possible 
and encourage any of you who are “into” food safety and want to be challenged to think 
about it on a large scale to make plans to attend next year’s conference in Anaheim  
California. 
     
 
 
 

IAFP REPORT 
Russell Lilly 

If you are retired and  have been granted a 
lifetime membership by the association and 
would like to attend the conference you can 

attend without paying for conference 
registration. Contact Gala Miller at 

galaj@socket.net. 



 
 

The Missouri Board of Certification for Environmental Health  Professionals last 
meeting was March 31, 2009 at the MMFEHA conference in Columbia, Mo. 
Michael Hill Secretary/Treasurer reported the testing account balance at $2,427 & 
the operational account is at $567. There was discussion concerning the need to 
recruit new board members along with maintaining the relationship with Mizzou & 
Missouri Southern. We also need more interest and future board appointments 
from St. Louis, Kansas City & northern Missouri in general. By law revisions were 
completed with the major change being the addition of a proctor fee of $25 for those 
taking the NEHA REHS exam. This fee can be used to cover the first 2 yrs of 
Missouri registration if the paper work is completed (just ask). It is settled, part 15-
Re-instatement section C reads “expired more than 2 years” will need to re-test, 
etc… New business focused on getting a tape recorder for board meetings, the 
relationship with MMFEHA & keeping test questions up-dated & current. 
 
I would like to thank Liz Mack, Michael Hill, Dory Hill, R eid Stevens & David Stull 
for all the work they have done for the Cert Board & wish them well in their future 
interests.  Aaron Rice from Joplin along with Laura Hunter from Taney County has 
joined the board & will bring new energy. We are in need of a dedicated person 
willing to step into the Secretary/Treasurer position & I intend to step down as 
Chairman at the spring conference. If interested contact any board member for 
more information on how you can become certified. The next opportunity is at the 
MEHA conference Tuesday October 6, 2009 at Lake of the Ozarks. Remember the 
board has numerous educational/training materials that can be used along with 
study guides to assist. If you can’t become certified this fall please consider & 
prepare to test at the next MMFEHA Conference in spring 2010. If you need 
information please feel free to contact me at 417-967-4131 or 
gastor@lpha.mopublic.org. If you need training materials or have CEU’s please 
contact Janet Murray 423 E. Logan P.O. Box 488 Moberly, Mo. 65270. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 MISSOURI BOARD OF CERTIFICATION 

Continuing Education Submission 
 
MO. Certification Board 
 
To submit continuing educational units (CEU’s) to the Certification Board:  

� circle the programs that you attended; 
� breaks are not included; 
� write your name, address, and telephone number on your program or agenda; 
� if you wish the MO Certification Board to submit your CEU’s to NEHA, you must be a member of the 

Missouri Certification Board; you must supply your  NEHA registration number on the program; provide 
an extra program; and note “send to NEHA” on the program. 

� Drop your program into the box provided at the registration table or mail your program to:  Janet Murray  
PO Box 488  Moberly, MO 65270 

 



NEHA REPORT 
Submitted By: Steve Sikes  

 
 
 
I was honored to represent the Missouri, Milk, Food and Environmental Health Association at 

the 2009 NEHA Conference.  The conference was held June 21-24 at the Hyatt Regency in 

Atlanta, Georgia.  Traveling with me to Atlanta was Stephen Buck, who went as the MEHA 

representative. This was my first NEHA conference and I was overwhelmed by the number of 

topics covered over the four days. It was a chore just to decide which sessions to attend. 

 

My first order of business at the conference was attending the Affiliate Presidents Meeting on 

Sunday.  During this meeting, the attending Affiliate Presidents discussed issues in their 

respective States regarding environmental health.  Of course, the main focus was funding and 

the lack there of.  Missouri is not alone with concerns about funding.  In fact we are doing better 

than many of the States represented.  There were a couple of States, such as Oklahoma, who 

are doing well with regards to budgets.  Mr. Nelson Fabian, the Executive Director of NEHA (you 

may remember him from our 2009 AEC), gave an overview of how NEHA picks the location of 

the annual conference.  They do not take submittals from the Affiliates because there has been 

tension between State Affiliates in years past when they were vying for the conference.  NEHA 

now has a formal bid process submitted to the Chamber of Commerce of various locations.  

They try to switch from East to West with the Mississippi River as the dividing line.  The process 

is more than flipping a coin in the air.  The NEHA Board looks at many variables of a potential 

location, even the crime rate.  As you may know, MMFEHA had formed a special committee to 

bring NEHA to Missouri.  This committee has since been dissolved since NEHA does not work 

through the Affiliates.  It was interesting to hear from the other Affiliates that they would like to 

see the Conference held in locations that are not as expensive and that are family friendly.  I 

mentioned to Mr. Fabian that Branson has a new airport, several hotels and of course is family 

friendly.  Mr. Fabian has indicated to our Board that St. Louis and Kansas City are viable 

locations for a future NEHA conference.  Maybe one day we will see NEHA in Missouri. 

 

On Monday, I attended the Region 5, 6, and 7 Caucus meeting.  This was a smaller discussion 

group composed of the Region 5 States, which are Arkansas, Kansas, Louisiana, Missouri, New 

Mexico, Oklahoma and Texas along with the 6 and 7 Regions.  We again focused on the issues 

concerning environmental issues in our respective States. 

 

Along with these meetings, I attended several educational sessions covering topics from “Global 

Food Safety” to “Science Behind H1N1”.  I was very pleased with the sessions I attended and 

encourage you all to attend a NEHA conference at some point in your career.  If you have never 

been to a NEHA conference, there are scholarships available to help cover the cost.  The 2010 

NEHA Conference will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  I would like to thank the MMFEHA 

membership for the opportunity to represent them at NEHA and to the Environmental Staff at 

Jefferson County Health Department for picking up my slack while I was gone. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

The Board and the membership would 
like to extend thanks to the Past 

Presidents and to Grace Steinke in 
particular for her efforts to raise over   

$ 1000.00 for the Harold Bengsch 
Scholarship Fund during the 2009 AEC. 



 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                                                                             
                                                                                                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MMFEHA AWARDS 2009 
CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
 

Ecolab Sanitarian – John N McMullen 
 
 
 

 

 

Wilbur S. Feagan Award – Linda Randolph 
 

 

 

 

 

 

J.E. Edmondson Scholarship – Candice Schroepfer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Recognition – Daryel Brock,  Mark Redecker &  Tim Thorn 

This newsletter has been prepared by the Public Relations Committee of the Missouri 
Milk, Food and Environmental Health Association. Any suggestions may be sent to: 
 
Natasha Sullivan 
Washington Co Health  
520 Purcell, Potosi Mo 63664 
sullin@lpha.mopublic.org 
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2009 COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

 
Program: Russell Lilly.  russell.lilly@dhss.mo.gov 
 
Audio Visual: Eric Bruesch. breuse@lpha.mopublic.org 
 
Hospitality: Edith Todd Edith.Todd@dhss.mo.gov 
 
Awards: Frank Brown:  fabrown@stlouisco.com 
 
Membership: Kelly Claspill: taylok@lpha.mopublic.org 
 
Legislative: Joe Hainlaine:  hainlj@lpha.mopublic.org 
 
Public Rel: Natasha Sullivan. sullin@lpha.mopublic.org 
 
Bylaws/Resolutions: Chuck Sanders, Dianna Pasley and David 
Stull. 
sanders@tranquility.net, dpasley@schnucks.com. 
dstull@colecounty.org.  
 
Necrology: John Smith smithj6@lpha.mopublic.org 
 
Past Presidents: Dayle Reynolds dreynolds@robertsdairy.com 
 
Registration: Gala Miller. galaj@socket.net 
 
Exhibitors: Natasha Sullivan. sullin@lpha.mopublic.org 
 
Auditors: John Smith and Molly Fox foxm@lpha.mopublic.org 
 
Nominations: Dayle Reynolds dreynolds@robertsdairy.com 
 
Technical: Steve Crawford crawfs2@lpha.mopublic.org 
 
 
 

ADVERTISING  
 
 
 
 

Space is available for advertising. Copy ready will be 
accepted at a rate of $25 quarter page, $50 for half page 

and $75 for a full page.  
 

Advertisements, which appear in this newsletter are paid 
advertisements and do not reflect endorsement by the 

publisher or the MMFEHA Organization 
 

For more info contact: 
Natasha Sullivan 

sullin@lpha.mopublic.org 

2009/2010 MMFEHA OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES 



 

MISSOURI MILK, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION 

AWARD NOMINATIONS 
 

 
 
Each year at this time the MMFEHA asks for nominations for special recognition 
awards for individuals who are doing outstanding work in the field of 
sanitation.  These individuals contribute or have contributed noteworthy job 
related leadership and they take the higher road of excellence. Have you ever 
wanted them to be thanked in a special way?  This is the time to thank them by 
nominating them for a special award.   
YOU could make this happen. Take the first step and nominate someone that 
has been a great help to you and others in the community. The nomination 
should be well thought out and specific as to why you consider this person 
exemplary.  It only takes a few minutes of time and effort to do. 
 
 
 

1. The ECOLAB SANITARIAN CITATION AWARD may be given to members 
or non members for significant contributions in the field of sanitation. 
Those nominated should have exhibited noteworthy job related 
achievements, leadership and other contributions to program design and 
effectiveness. Contributions should have improved the health and 
welfare of Missouri citizens. 

2. The WILBUR FEAGAN AWARD may be given to a full time employee of a 
governmental regulatory agency that is not in a consultant capacity. 
The nominee must spend more than 50% of his or her working activity 
doing regulatory work. The nominee must be a member of MMFEHA. 

3. The SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS may be given to members or non 
members to recognize the special contributions to the field of milk, 
food and environmental sanitation, public health and environmental 
protection. This award has been under used. We would like to see 
several of these given this year. 

4. The PUBLICATIONS AWARD may be given to a MMFEHA member who 
had an environmental public health article published in an 
environmental journal. 

5. There are OTHER awards given by NEHA and IAFP for accomplishments 
in the public health field. We would like to see some Missouri EPHS 
nominated for these awards. 
 

 
If you know someone who has made a significant contribution, please contact the 
Awards Committee Chairperson. The awards nomination for is on the next page of 
the newsletter.  Deadline for award nominations is Oct 24th!! 
 



 
MISSOURI MILK, FOOD AND ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 

ASSOCIATION AWARDS 
 

The Missouri Milk, Food and Environmental Health Association gives the 
following awards yearly. 

 
 

1. ECOLAB SANITARIAN CITATION AWARD 
2. SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARDS 
3. WILBUR. S. FEAGAN AWARD FOR FIELD SANITARIANS 
4. PUBLICATIONS AWARD 
5. NEHA CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 

 
Any sanitarian/environmental health specialist in the State of Missouri is 
eligible for these awards with the following exceptions: Special Recognition 
Awards may not be presented to a member of the Executive Board; only 
members of MMFEHA in good standing are eligible for the Wilbur S. Feagan 
Award. There is an honorarium to the winner of the Wilbur S. Feagan Award. 
 
The nominator is responsible for submission of evidence of significant 
contributions in the field of environmental health. 
 
The names of the nominees are due to the Awards Committee by October 24th. 
Nomination forms will be sent immediately to the principal nominator, who will 
return them to the Awards Chairperson by November 21st. 
 
 I (we) nominate: 
 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
                                                             For the: (    )  Ecolab Sanitarian 
         (    ) Special Recognition 
                                                                           (    ) Wilbur S. Feagan 
                                                                           (    ) Publications 
                                                                           (    ) NEHA Cert of Merit 
 
 
                                                           __________________________________ 
                                                                  Signature of Principal nominator 
                                                           __________________________________ 

SEND TO: 
 

Frank Brown 
fabrown@stlouisco.com 

 



  
                   NEHA REGION V 

                     SUMMER  2009 REPORT 

CONFERENCE NEWSCONFERENCE NEWSCONFERENCE NEWSCONFERENCE NEWS    

The 2009 NEHA Annual Educational Conference and Exhibit, was held June 21-24, 
2009 in beautiful Atlanta, Georgia.  The keynote presentation by Dr. Howard Frumkin, 
MD, MPH, DrPH, on the role of environmental health in sustainability was outstanding.   

The NEHA AEC included the annual general assembly, caucus meetings and focus 
groups which were attended by the affiliate presidents and NEHA members. Region 5 
was well represented with members from Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Missouri, and Kansas. 

      

 

At the NEHA opening assembly the City of Plano Health Department received the 2009 
Dr. Neil Lowry Memorial Award from the Association of Pool and Spa Professionals 
(APSP). The national award recognizes the City’s effort to train the pool community 
through education and inspection while protecting public health in use of recreational 
water facilities.   

I was excited to introduce the 2009 Walter F Snyder Award winner, Dr. Terrance 
(Terry) Gratton from the University of North Texas Health Science Center in Fort 
Worth, Texas.The Walter F. Snyder Award is presented by the National Environmental 
Health Association and International to a recipient who has achieved peer recognition 
for outstanding accomplishment in the fields of health and the environment, for notable 
contributions to public health and the quality of life, for demonstrated capacity to work 
with all interests in solving environmental problems, for knowledge and proficiency in 
utilizing voluntary standards to obtain environmental objectives, and for leadership in 
securing action on behalf of health or environmental goals. There will be a reception 
honoring Dr. Gratton in October in conjunction with the TEHA AEC in Austin, Texas 

2009 2009 2009 2009 ----  2010 NATIONAL    2010 NATIONAL    2010 NATIONAL    2010 NATIONAL  OFFICERSOFFICERSOFFICERSOFFICERS    

President - Welford C. Roberts, Ph.D., R.S., R.E.H.S., D.A.A.S. 

President Elect - Keith L. Krinn, R.S., M.A., D.A.A.S., C.P.H.A. 

First Vice President - Mel Knight, R.E.H.S. 

Second Vice President - Brian Collins, R.E.H.S. 

Immediate Past President - Richard A. Pantages, R.E.H.S. 

 

LOGO CONTEST 
NEHA is having a logo contest. NOT TO 
CHANGE THE NEHA LOGO,  but to develop a 
logo for ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH. 
We are looking for something that would be 
immediately recognized as Environmental Health 
when someone saw the logo. For example when 
someone sees the "swoosh" it is identified as 
NIKE, that is the type of recognition we are hoping 
to find in an EH Logo. Think of the symbol  you 
envision when you hear Coke-a-Cola,  Apple 
Computer, Microsoft, Red Cross, Good 
Samaritan, Allstate Insurance, Fire, Police, 
McDonald's!  NEHA is looking for a concept that 
would become that identifier for Environmental 
Health. The artwork does not have to be perfect. 
An explanation of the artwork would be good. 
Please have those sent to sandral@plano.gov  
and I will forward to the proper NEHA committee.  
 



2010 Election2010 Election2010 Election2010 Election    

The spring ballots for the election of 2nd Vice President Election will include two 
candidates: Alicia Enriquez from California and  Michéle Samarya-Timm  from New 
Jersey.      

 Region 2 - Alicia Enriquez, R.E.H.S. Program Manager 
Sacramento County Environmental Management Dept. 

 

Upcoming Training OpportunitiesUpcoming Training OpportunitiesUpcoming Training OpportunitiesUpcoming Training Opportunities        

Texas Environmental Health Association AEC is October 14 – 16, 2009 in Austin, Texas. 

Oklahoma Society of Environmental Health Professionals AEC is October 20 – 22, 2009 
in Norman, Oklahoma.  

November 3-5:  NEHA's IAQ Asthma Triggers Workshop  

December 8-10:  Epi-Ready Team Training Workshop and Train-the-Trainer in 
Montgomery, AL  

NEHA e-Learning offers education and training 24/7.  Continuing education courses 
completed through NEHA e-Learning will be automatically added to your account - no 
additional paperwork or submission forms to fill out!  

Important Note for NEHA Members:Important Note for NEHA Members:Important Note for NEHA Members:Important Note for NEHA Members:    

NEHA recognizes the need for continuing education and communication in the 
profession. NEHA members who are laid-off or become un-employed will be offered a 
one year membership at no cost. This will allow NEHA members continued access to the 
free online education and other membership services. Additional information can be 
found on the NEHA website.  
 
Closing NotesClosing NotesClosing NotesClosing Notes    

I was really excited to see Region V so well represented at the NEHA AEC in Atlanta! 
Thanks to all of you who attended the caucus meeting, general assembly and affiliate 
presidents council meetings. I know this takes time away from the education sessions 
but the information you provide at these meetings is valuable. 
  
So to Debbie Watts from Oklahoma, Kelly Stockburger from Texas, Steve Sikes from 
Missouri, Louis Jaramillo from New Mexico, Jerry from Kansas, and Jim Balsamo 
representing Louisiana, it was so good to meet you all in person. Keep up the good work 
with your organization and I hope to see you all again soon. 
 


